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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. Claims 6 and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kojima(JP- 62-21 1 14) in view of Berry(5,835,289) and Moore(4,720,804). 

As to claims 6 and 8-1 1 , Kojima teaches an optical observation instrument 
(microscope) that includes at least one eyepiece (8) having an intermediate image 
plane (2)(see figures 1-2 and abstract) and a device(display device) being arranged in 
the intermediate image plane(2) for displaying information relating to the adjusted 
instrument parameters, the current operating state and/or the object to be observed in 
a visually perceptible manner (see figures 1-2 and abstract). 

Kojima fails to disclose a detachable mounted eyepiece, a display device is an 
LED or LCD coupled to a control electronics. 

Berry teaches an optical instrument having a removable mounted eyepiece with 
an intermediate plane(22)(see figures 1-2, 6; column 2, lines 49-68 and column 3, lines 



Application/Control Number: 10/030,838 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2629 

1-12). It would have been obvious to have modified Kojima with the teaching of Berry, 
so it would be more convenience for users to change and repair the eyepiece and the 
intermediate plane when it get damage. 

Moore teaches a self-illuminating EL display or LED display(other display) or 
LCD display with background illumination which is connected to control electronics(see 
figures 1-2, 3, 6, 11, 13-14; column 3, lines 13-20; column 7, lines 61-68; column 8, 
lines 1-31; column 10, lines 42-68; column 11 and column 12, lines 48-68). It would 
have modified Kijima as modified with the teaching of Moore, since Kojima has 
disclosed a display device(2) and an EL display or LED display or LCD It would have 
modified Kijima as modified with the teaching of Moore, since Kojima has disclosed a 
display device(2) and an EL display or LED display or LCD display having light weight, 
small volume and lower power consumption. 

As to claim 8, Kojima as modified teach a plurality of control electronics are 
integrated in the eyepiece tube and are connected by control lines and supply lines to a 
central operating device and supply device of the observation instrument(see Moore's 
figures 1-2; 13-14; column 5, lines 19-68; column 6, lines 1-32; column 12, lines 48-68; 
column 13, lines 12-68 and column 14, lines 1-54). 

As to claim 9, Kojima as modified teach the information of the observer is 
perceptible in the eyepiece outside the image filed area reserved for observation of the 
specimen(75)(see Moore's figures 1-10; column 5, lines 19-68; column 6, lines 1-50; 
column 7, lines 22-68; column 8 and column 9, lines 1-57). 
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As to claims 10 and 1 1 , Kojima as modified by Berry teaches the eyepiece being 
constructed to be detachably mounted on a microscope and having a shape, size and 
fastening means is a same manner which is same as an eyepiece not having in the 
device, sot that the eyepiece with the device can be exchanged with an eyepiece 
without the device(see Berry's figures 1-2; abstract; column 2, lines 61-68 and column 
3, lines 1-12). 

3. Claims 6 and 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kojima(EP 62021 1 14) in view of Brock(5,757,542) and Moore. 

As to claims 6 and 8-1 1 , Kojima teaches an optical observation instrument 
(microscope) that includes at least one eyepiece (8) having an intermediate image 
plane (2)(see figures 1-2 and abstract) and a device(display device) being arranged in 
the intermediate image plane(2) for displaying information relating to the adjusted 
instrument parameters, the current operating state and/or the object to be observed in 
a visually perceptible manner (see figures 1-2 and abstract). 

Kojima fails to disclose a detachable mounted eyepiece, a display device is an 
LED or LCD coupled to a control electronics. 

Brock teaches an optical instrument having a removable mounted eyepiece(see 
figures 1-2; column 4, lines 58-68 and column 5, lines 1-36). It would have been 
obvious to have modified Kojima with the teaching of Brock, so it would be more 
convenience for users to change and repair the eyepiece. 

Moore teaches a self-illuminating EL display or LED display(other display) or 
LCD display with background illumination which is connected to control electronics(see 
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figures 1-2, 3, 6, 11, 13-14; column 3, lines 13-20; column 7, lines 61-68; column 8, 
lines 1-31; column 10, lines 42-68; column 11 and column 12, lines 48-68). It would 
have modified Kijima as modified with the teaching of Moore, since Kojima has 
disclosed a display device(2) and an EL display or LED display or LCD display having 
light weight, small volume and lower power consumption 

As to claim 8, Kijima as modified teach a plurality of control electronics are 
integrated in the eyepiece tube and are connected by control lines and supply lines to a 
central operating device and supply device of the observation instrument(see Moore's 
figures 1-2; 13-14; column 5, lines 19-68; column 6, lines 1-32; column 12, lines 48-68; 
column 13, lines 12-68 and column 14, lines 1-54). 

As to claim 9, Kijima as modified teach the information of the observer is 
perceptible in the eyepiece outside the image filed area reserved for observation of the 
specimen(75)(see Moore's figures 1-10; column 5, lines 19-68; column 6, lines 1-50; 
column 7, lines 22-68; column 8 and column 9, lines 1-57). 

As to claims 10 and 1 1 , Kojima as modified teach the eyepiece being 
constructed to be detachably mounted on a microscope and having a shape, size and 
fastening means is a same manner which is same as an eyepiece not having in the 
device, sot that the eyepiece with the device can be exchanged with an eyepiece 
without the device(see Brock's figures 1-2; column 4, lines 58-68 and column 5, lines 1- 
36). 
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Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6 and 7-1 1 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wardlaw et al(4,209,226) teach a microscope having eyepiece with a removable 

filter. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lun-yi Lao whose telephone number is 571-272-7671 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on 571-272-7681. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



January 3, 2007 

Lun-yi Lao 
Primary Examiner 



